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Dear Members: 

 

I hope this finds you all safe, well, and social distancing as much as possible. 

 

In light of COVID-19 and after careful consideration, MWWC's board has decided to cancel  the 

2020 annual meeting. 

 

Any registration/vendor reservation money that has been submitted will be refunded. Please 

contact Teri Denney at teri@mwwc.net or 573/619-8861 if you have questions on refunds. 

 

Next year's annual meeting will be held at Capitol Plaza Hotel and Convention Center on 

September 29 - October 1, 2021. 

 

To help meet the operator training needs  MWWC will continue to offer virtual training 

opportunities. If you haven't yet participated in a virtual class, please consider this as it may be a 

while before in-seat seat training is an option. If 

you are reluctant to try virtual training, feel free 

to call me to set up a test run prior to registering 

for a class. 

 

Stay safe and be well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandi 

 

Sandi Miller, Executive Director 

 

Missouri Water and Wastewater Conference 
3230 Emerald Lane, Suite 500 
Jefferson City, MO  65109-4761 
Telephone:  573.761.0376 
Fax:  573.761.5544 
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MWWC's Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

In response to the Covid-19 Pandemic and in keeping with the CDC's recommendations, all 

MWWC's six regional section meetings were cancelled.   

 

In-seat state wide training and the annual meeting have also been suspended for the foreseeable 

future.   
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MWWC Sponsored Virtual Training 
 

Registration forms for these and other MWWC 

sponsored training programs are posted to the 

training program link of our webpage, 

www.mwwc.net>training program  

 

 

Incident Prevention Strategies 

June 30, 2020  

 

Cross Connection, Back flow, and Chlorine Class 

July 1, 2020  

 

Assessment & Rehabilitation in Sanitary Sewer 

July 8, 2020  

 

Plant Safety 

July 9, 2020  

 

Job Site Safety Review 

July 10, 2020  

 

Math for Water and Wastewater Operators 

July 14, 2020  

 

Confined Space and Trenching and Shoring 

July 15, 2020  

 

Plant Safety 

July 21, 2020  

 

Incident Prevention Strategies 

July 23, 2020  

 

Confined Space and Trenching and Shoring 

July 28, 2020  

 

Math for Water and Wastewater Operators 

July 29, 2020  

 

Math for Water and Wastewater Operators 

July 30, 2020  

 

See more training opportunities on page 7  
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A Strongly Worded Article: Trench Safety 

Mark A. Woodward 

Sr. Safety and Risk Trainer,  

Missouri Employers Mutual 

 

It can happen in an instant. Working in a trench and 

suddenly a dump truck’s worth weight of dirt buries 

you. You have three minutes until you can’t breathe. 

Imagine being that worker. Imagine being their family. 

Unfortunately, this type of injury happens more than 

twice a month in the United States. But it doesn’t have 

to happen to you. 

 

The good news: trench collapses are completely 

preventable. The bad news? You’re either doing trench 

safety, or you’re not. Are you wishy-washy when it 

comes to employee safety in trenches? Do you still 

allow employees to enter unsafe, unprotected 

trenches? If you answered yes to any of those 

questions, you still have a chance to put the right 

measures in place to protect your employees and 

potentially save a life. 

 

What happens during a trench collapse? 

Trench collapses are deadly or can leave employees 

permanently injured. Collapses can be up to five yards 

of falling soil and can weigh 15,000 lbs. Collapse 

forces crush the chest, immediately restricting the 

victims’ ability to breathe. When asphyxiation occurs 

in 3minutes, there’s little your local fire department 

can do when someone’s trapped beneath 12 feet of 

soil. 

 

Protecting employees from trench collapse can be 

done by sloping, shoring or providing a trench shield - 

also known as a trench box. 

 

When you’re regularly entering trenches for 

underground work, your company, water district or 

city should have the proper protective equipment on 

hand and written policies in place that require these 

methods be used when employees enter trenches. 
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Protect Employees and Plan 

OSHA standards require that protective systems be 

used / installed when trenches exceed 5’ in depth. But 

remember - trenches could still be unsafe at less than 

5’ in depth too. Shallow trenches filled with water, 

dug in poor soil conditions, or along roadways could 

still collapse and cause severe hip, leg and foot 

injuries. 

 

Know the Hazards 

Your company should also have employees that are 

“competent person” trained. The competent person is 

trained to recognize jobsite hazards and is authorized 

by the employer to stop work until those hazards are 

corrected. Competent persons are also required by 

OSHA standards to inspect each trench daily or after 

any major events like rainstorms. 

 

Since jobsites are all different, you will need to 

purchase or rent a variety of protective equipment to 

match the jobsite situation. Some jobsites have 

crossing utilities and others have trenches deeper than 

usual. It’s the employer’s responsibility to choose and 

use the correct protective system for that specific 

jobsite. 

 

Don’t Just Commit: Write it Down 

Get safety rules in writing. These are examples: 

• Employees must never enter trenches without the 

protection of an installed trench box, installed 

shoring or until trenches are sloped properly. 

• Employees found working in trenches without the 

protection of a trench box, shoring or sloping will be 

immediately removed from the hazard and subject 

to disciplinary action up to termination. 

• All new trenches will be inspected by the 

competent person and the proper trench protective 

system will be installed before employees enter. 

• Since all jobsites present new and different hazards 

each day, all employees working on these jobsites 

will attend a documented, daily safety meeting 

specific to the jobsite’s daily conditions. 

• Employees must scan for overhead power lines on 

every jobsite or work area. Stay a minimum of 10- 

feet away from all types of overhead line. 
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Live by Example 

Safety rules are nice, but they’re worthless without 

enforcement. When employees or supervisors enter 

unsafe, unprotected trenches – what happens? Are 

there any repercussions for unsafe work, or is unsafe 

work business as usual? Please make sure all employees 

know that you’re serious about safety. 

 

Use your resources. Rental companies can help you 

obtain the best equipment for the job at hand. Other 

water districts, cities or construction companies may be 

able to loan out their equipment through a mutual aid 

program. Quality, pre-owned equipment can be found 

online or through dealers. Either way, do your 

homework to find equipment that protects your 

employees. 

 

Do the basics: Get the equipment and provide 

competent person training. Do jobsite safety meetings,  

get your safety rules in writing, and make sure 

everyone follows those rules! Thank you for your 

interest in improving safety in your organization! 

Please feel free to email me at MWoodwar@mem-

ins.com if there are any questions with developing 

your trenching and excavation safety program. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MWWC Provides Link to Technical Assistance 
Do you have technical questions regarding your water, wastewater, or distribution system?  If so, 
contact Sandi Miller at sandi.miller@mwwc.net or at 573.761.0376, to be put in touch with someone 
who can help you. 
 
 

mailto:sandi.miller@mwwc.net
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Training Opportunities (continued from page 3) 
 

Basics of Well Water Operations 

August 6 

September 17, 2020 

 

Chlorine Safety & Emergency Response Programs 

August 18 

September 2, 2020 

 

Water Quality and Testing 

September 29, 2020 

 

Registration forms are posted to our webpage, www.mwwc.net/training program  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Virtual Trainers Needed 
  
The MWWC is seeking instructors for its virtual training 
program. These programs are 2 - 3 hours long and can be 
conducted from the instructor’s home or office. If 
interested please contact Sandi Miller at 573.761.0376. 

   Greg Patton 

        Instituform Technologies USA, LLC 

580 Goddard Avenue 

Chesterfield, MO 63005 

              636/898-5094 
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